
An Employer Identification Number (EIN), also known as a Federal Tax Identification Number, is
a unique nine-digit identifier assigned by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) to businesses and
other entities for tax purposes in the United States. Here are some key features of an EIN:

1. Identification:
The EIN serves as a unique identifier for a business entity, similar to how a Social Security
number identifies an individual. It helps the IRS track and monitor businesses for tax-related
purposes.

2. Business Tax Filing:
The primary purpose of an EIN is to facilitate the filing and processing of various tax returns and
documents, such as income tax returns, employment tax returns, and corporate tax returns.

3. Legal Requirement:
Most businesses are required to have an EIN if they have employees, operate as a corporation
or partnership, or meet certain other criteria specified by the IRS. Sole proprietors without
employees are generally not required to obtain an EIN but may choose to do so for various
reasons.

4. Opening Bank Accounts:
An EIN is often necessary when opening a business bank account. Financial institutions
typically require an EIN to identify the business entity associated with the account.

5. Hiring Employees:
Any business that hires employees, including full-time, part-time, or temporary workers, must
have an EIN. This number reports employment taxes, such as Social Security and Medicare
taxes, to the IRS.

6. Business Entity Changes:
If a business undergoes certain changes, such as converting from a sole proprietorship to a
partnership or incorporating, it may need to obtain a new EIN to reflect the new legal structure.

7. Privacy and Security:
An EIN provides an added layer of privacy and security for business owners. Instead of using
their Social Security number for business-related tax matters, they can use their EIN, reducing
the risk of identity theft.



It's important to note that EINs are specific to the United States and may have different
counterparts or equivalents in other countries. If you have specific questions or need assistance
with obtaining an EIN, it's advisable to consult with a qualified tax professional or contact the
IRS directly.


