
Complete Checklist for Navigating Black

Friday Deals

Black Friday is one of the most anticipated shopping events of the year, offering

massive discounts on everything from electronics to fashion. However, with so

many deals and limited-time offers, it can quickly become overwhelming. To

make the most of Black Friday and avoid stress, it’s essential to plan ahead and

stay organized.

This checklist is designed to guide you through every phase of Black Friday

shopping—from preparation to post-event strategies. Whether you’re shopping

in-store, online, or both, following this guide will help you score the best deals,

save money, and make your shopping experience more enjoyable.

Let’s dive in and make this Black Friday your most successful one yet!

Preparation Phase

1. Research Key Dates

○ Note the official dates for Black Friday (November 29) and Cyber

Monday (December 2).

○ Look for early sales starting from November 1, depending on the

retailer.

2. Sign Up for Loyalty Programs



○ Join programs like Walmart+, Amazon Prime, Target Circle, or Best

Buy Total for early access to exclusive deals.

○ Take advantage of membership discounts or special offers.

3. Download Retailer Apps

○ Install apps for stores you plan to shop at for real-time updates on

sales, stock, and flash deals.

○ Enable notifications to stay informed about last-minute offers or

restocks.

4. Create a Prioritized Shopping List

○ List items you want to purchase, organized by priority (e.g.,

must-haves, nice-to-haves).

○ Set a realistic budget for each item to avoid overspending.

5. Scout Deals in Advance

○ Bookmark or save product pages for items you plan to buy.

○ Compare prices across different retailers to identify the best deals.

6. Organize Coupons and Promo Codes

○ Collect physical and digital coupons beforehand.

○ Check retailer websites, apps, and newsletters for promo codes.

7. Plan Your Shopping Day

○ Decide whether to shop in-store, online, or both.

○ Map out the stores you plan to visit and their opening hours.

During Black Friday



1. Start Early

○ Arrive at stores before opening if shopping in person (midnight or

5:00 AM for doorbusters).

○ Log in to online stores at midnight to catch early deals.

2. Compare Prices

○ Use price comparison tools or apps to ensure you’re getting the

best deal.

○ Check for bundle offers or add-ons that enhance savings.

3. Check Stock Availability

○ Use retailer apps to check local inventory for items on your list.

○ Be prepared with backup options if your first choice sells out.

4. Utilize Buy Now, Pay Later (BNPL)

○ If making a high-ticket purchase, consider BNPL services like

Afterpay or Klarna to spread payments over time.

5. Maximize Savings

○ Stack coupons, promo codes, and loyalty rewards for additional

discounts.

○ Look for free shipping offers or curbside pickup options to save time

and money.

6. Stay Organized

○ Keep track of receipts (digital or physical) for potential returns or

exchanges.

○ Double-check the total price before checkout to ensure discounts

are applied correctly.



Post-Black Friday

1. Look Ahead to Cyber Monday

○ Keep your shopping list handy for online-exclusive deals on

December 2.

○ Check retailer apps or websites early for flash sales or limited-time

offers.

2. Review Return and Exchange Policies

○ Familiarize yourself with each retailer’s return/exchange rules for

items purchased during Black Friday.

○ Retain receipts or email confirmations for smooth returns.

3. Track Cyber Week Deals

○ Continue monitoring deals, as some retailers extend discounts into

Cyber Week.

○ Revisit stores or apps to see if previously out-of-stock items are

back.

4. Evaluate Your Purchases

○ Check if all purchased items meet your expectations.

○ Return or exchange unwanted or defective items promptly.

5. Plan for Next Year

○ Reflect on what worked well and what didn’t during this year’s

shopping.

○ Take note of retailers offering the best deals for future reference.


